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Ignorance, karmic formations, consciousness, name and

form, six sense gates, contact, sensation, craving, attachment,

becoming, birth and aging and death.
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From the ‘Very Wholesome Questions Put Forth with an

Extraordinary Attitude’ by the incomparable dharma king, great
Tsong Khapa:
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Furthermore, there would be no way for us to reverse our
attachment to samsara, to have a real sadness about it and to
have areal wish to emerge definitely from it, without generating

a vivid experience of how we transmigrate continuously from
one rebirth to another rebirth in this samsara. That vivid
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experience of how we wander in samsara occurs in dependence
upon the meditation of how we wander in samsara due to the
twelve links.

Therefore, what is the mode of wandering due to them,
their number being twelve, of their order being definite, the
way in which they are causes and results; and the way the
guiding commentary on the three levels of beings comes
within them?
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From the ‘The Melody of Noble Minded Proposal’ by Panchen
Lozang Chogyen:
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The way in which (the ordinary beings) wander in samsara

in terms of the twelve links is as the following taught by the

Supreme Arya Nagarjuna, “The three components are without

beginning, middle and end. The circle of samsara is like the circle

of a lighted piece of wood being spun in the sense that (those
three components) cause each other to turn (constantly).”

They thus wander without any rest.
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As abranch of the Dependent Relation, it is definite as twelve.
[tisdivided into that number because there is no need for more.

(And this unit of twelve) is also free of the fault of not including
(other branches), if there were fewer.
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Their sequence is determined by way of those which throw
and those thrown, and those which accomplish and those
accomplished. If asked, then what are the throwing branches
and the thrown branches?
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With (the three throwing branches of) ignorance, karmic

formation and consciousness (the four following) branches are
thrown: name and form, six entrances, contact and feeling.

(The three) accomplishing branches are:
craving, grasping and becoming from which come (the two)
accomplished branches: birth and aging and death.
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The supreme Arya Nagarjuna said,

“The first, eighth and the ninth are delusions.
The second and the tenth are karma.
The remaining seven are sufferings.”
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Regarding the way (that some of the branches are) causes and
(some are) results

He said, “From the three delusions arise the two karmas.
From there (the two karmas), arise the seven sufferings.
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From the seven arise again their own result,

the three delusions. As long as it is like

the spun wheel of a potter, there arise

the two karmas from the three delusions.

From the two, seven will come. And again from the seven

arise the three. This very wheel of samsara
will thus keep turning again and again.”
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Furthermore, there are the twelve branches of bad destiny
(lower realm).

To think of them in forward process and reversed process

is called the (meditation) of a lesser being.

To think of the twelve branches of happy destiny (upper realm)
in reversed process and

forward process is called the (meditation) of an intermediate
being.
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So, basing oneself on one’s own experience,

(one can think about) also all mother sentient beings,

about how they wander in the samsaric ocean

by way of the twelve links (or branches).

Then to generate love, compassionand the mind of enlightenment

and to train oneself in the practice of the Victor’s son is
(called that of) the great being.
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Table of Twelve Links: classification and outcome

(1) ignorance delusion
(2) karmic karma
formations

(3) consciousness suffering
@ name and form suffering
(5) six sense gates suffering
(6) contact suffering
(7) sensation suffering
craving delusion
(9) attachment delusion
becoming karma

(11) birth suffering
@ aging and death suffering
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Images of the Twelve Links
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Q Ignorance - An old blind person groping for his way with
acane.

Q Karmic formations - A potter shaping a vase on awheel The
pots the potter makes symbolise the actions of body, speech
and mind with which he moulds his karma in the wheel of life.
Karmic imprints or traces from actions in previous lives affect
our present and future lives in the form of certain propensities,
just as the potter’s wheel keeps turning after a single push.

Q Consciousness - A monkey swinging from a tree The
monkey represents our consciousness, the way we tend to
spring from one thought to another in an uncontrolled manner.

@ Name and form - A person (or people) on a boat. The five
skandhas that make up our sense of ‘self’ need a physical body:
form (the boat) and a psyche: name (the mental skandhas:
feeling, perception, mental formations, consciousness).

(5) Six sense gates - A house with five windows and a door.
This symbolises the six senses by which the outer world is
perceived. In the wheel of life they are represented by an empty
house because this is a time when the organs of the embryo are
developing but not yet functioning.
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@ Contact - A couple embracing.

Q Sensation - A person with an arrow in their eye.
Q Craving - A woman offering a drink to a man.
Q Attachment - A man plucking fruit from a tree.

Q Becoming - A beautiful bride (sometimes depicted as a
couple making love or a pregnant woman).

@ Birth - A woman giving birth.

@ Aging and death - Bearers with a corpse.
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